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For almost 10 years, I had worked as a production manager 
for a printing company.  My job responsibilities included 
scheduling, purchasing, planning, organizing, turning wrenches 
to fix things, and rolling up my sleeves to get dirty with the 
print work when needed.  This position provided a great  
career and one that I found very fulfilling.  Unfortunately, 
though, this kind of unique role comes through chance and  
experience but really does not offer a place to study or  

enhance knowledge on the subject. 

Shortly after turning 30, I experienced a life-changing accident which ultimately led to a 
below knee amputation and some deep introspection. I wanted to master this new life 
that I had fallen into.  After some time, I decided that studying prosthetic and orthotic 
technology would be the first order of business once I was recovered and able. A few 
years after my accident, I found myself as stable and able as could be and started my 

education at Century College. 

Beginning on the orthotic side of things, I was immediately fascinated by this new craft. I 
was very fortunate and able to secure employment with Century College as an assistant 
in the O&P lab. I saw many similarities with my old job: fixing machines, monitoring  

inventory, mentoring, and just enjoying my time and work in the facility.  

Not only did I learn all I wanted about orthotic and prosthetic technology, I also got to  
apply my previously gained skills in a totally new workplace environment.  This  

opportunity, I believe, helped sharpen my skill set and provided a totally new edge.  

As my time with Century College ended, I was offered a position in marketing for a 
large prosthetic supplier.  Through this position, I spent six years traveling and getting to 
know the ins and outs of the of the O&P industry.  I now work on the clinical side of things 
as an Operations Manager for a network of 8 clinics. I continue to grow in my career, 
propelled by my learning experiences at Century 

College.  

Joel Goltry 
Operations Manager  
Pongratz Orthotics & Prosthetics, Inc. 
730 N 52nd St Ste 100 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 
Cell: 262.689.5041 
Office: 602.222.3032 
Fax: 602.222.3506 
jgoltry@pongratzop.com 
www.pongratzop.com 
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ORTHOTIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM  
Custom fabrication of orthopedic braces, known as “orthoses.”  

INTRODUCTION  

As an orthotic technician, you will provide care for patients with disabling conditions of the limbs and spine by  
fabricating devices known as orthoses (braces). Under the guidance of a certified orthotist, you will fabricate or-
thoses according to a physician prescription. Digital scans, patient casts and measurements are used during the  
fabrication process to create devices that maximize fit, function and patient outcomes. As an orthotic technician, you 

will also be responsible for the repair, maintenance and finishing of orthoses.  

PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

The orthotic technician program prepares you for entry into the field of orthotics at the technician level. Didactic and 
laboratory coursework is combined with individualized instruction in the areas of lower limb, upper limb and spinal. 
Each of these areas contain instruction in anatomy, terminology, measurement forms, fabrication processes, system 
alignment, suspension techniques, components, materials, and maintenance procedures. The practicum section will  

allow you to experience the role of a technician in an orthotic facility for a minimum of 120 hours.  

The program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs 
(www.caahep.org) upon recommendation from the National Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education 
(www.ncope.org). It also fulfills the requirement to sit for the American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics 

and Pedorthics (www.abcop.org) Orthotic Technician Certification Examination. 

 
 

PROSTHETIC TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM  
Custom fabrication of artificial limbs, known as “prostheses.”  

INTRODUCTION  

As a prosthetic technician, you will provide care for patients with partial or total absence of a limb by fabricating 
prostheses (artificial limbs). Under the guidance of a certified prosthetist, you will fabricate prostheses according to 
a physician prescription. Digital scans, patient casts, and measurements are used during the fabrication process to 
create devices that maximize fit, function and patient outcomes. As a prosthetic technician, you will also be  

responsible for the repair and maintenance of prostheses.  

PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

The prosthetic technician program prepares you for entry into the field of prosthetics at the technician level. Didactic 
and laboratory coursework is combined with individualized instruction in the areas of lower limb and upper limb. 
Each of these areas contain instruction in anatomy, terminology, measurement forms, fabrication processes, system 
alignment, suspension techniques, components, materials, and maintenance procedures. The internship section will  

allow you to experience the role of a technician in a prosthetic facility for a minimum of 120 hours.  

The program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs 
(www.caahep.org) upon recommendation from the National Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education 
(www.ncope.org). It also fulfills the requirement to sit for the American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics 

and Pedorthics (www.abcop.org) Prosthetic Technician Certification Examination.  

 

INTRODUCING THE O & P TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS 

AT CENTURY COLLEGE 

https://www.caahep.org/
http://www.ncope.org/
http://www.abcop.org
https://www.caahep.org/
http://www.ncope.org/
http://www.abcop.org
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ORTHOTIC PROGRAMS AT CENTURY COLLEGE 

ORTHOTIC TECHNOLOGY ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE—Program # 5288 

ORTHOTIC TECHNICIAN DIPLOMA—Program # 5632 

The Orthotic Technician program prepares students for entry into the field of Orthotics at the technician  
level.  Didactic and laboratory coursework is combined with individualized instruction in the areas of lower 
limb, upper limb, and spinal. Each of these areas contains instruction in anatomy, terminology, measurement 
forms, fabrication process, system alignment, and suspension techniques, components, materials, repair and 
maintenance procedures.  The clinical section enables the students to practice fabrication skills in an orthotic 

facility for a minimum of 160 hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ORTHOTIC TECHNOLOGY  
     ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE 
 

Career/Occupational Credits  40 
General Education/MnTC Credits 20 
Total Credits      60 

     ORTHOTIC TECHNICIAN DIPLOMA 
 

Career/Occupational Credits  40 
General Education/MnTC Credits   6 
Total Credits      46 
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PROSTHETIC TECHNOLOGY ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE—Program # 5289 

PROSTHETIC TECHNICIAN DIPLOMA—Program # 5631 

The Prosthetic Technician program prepares students for entry into the field of prosthetics at the technician 
level.   
Didactic and laboratory coursework is combined with individualized instruction in the areas of lower limb 
and upper limb. Each of these areas contains instruction in anatomy, terminology, measurement forms,  
fabrication process, system alignment, and suspension techniques, components, materials, repair and  
maintenance procedures.  The clinical section enables the students to practice fabrication skills in a prosthetic 

facility for a minimum of 160 hours. 

 

 

PROSTHETIC PROGRAMS AT CENTURY COLLEGE 

     PROSTHETIC TECHNICIAN DIPLOMA 
 

Career/Occupational Credits  40 
General Education/MnTC Credits   6 
Total Credits      46 

      PROSTHETIC TECHNOLOGY  
     ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE 
 

Career/Occupational Credits  40 
General Education/MnTC Credits 20 
Total Credits      60 
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NCOPE CONGRATULATES THE ABC ON 75 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2023 O&P Technician CE Course 

MARCH 3 & 4, 2023 

ACADEMY ANNUAL MEETING & SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 

Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center 

REGISTER TODAY! 

Academyannualmeeting.org 

For more information, please contact: 
Danielle Augustin, Associate Director of Education at The Academy 

daugustin@oandp.org/(202)-380-3663 

SPS NAMES O&P TECH STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

 

 

 

 

 

SPS, Georgia, has named Ana Sofia Terroba Alvarez del Castillo as the recipient of its 2022 

O&P technician scholarship.  Castillo, a student at Century College, was awarded the $2,500 

scholarship based on her outstanding leadership qualities, community service, and written essay 


