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National Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education 

Mission Statement 
 

NCOPE’s mission is to be the recognized authority for the development and accreditation of  O&P 
education and residency standards leading to competent patient care in the changing health care environment. 
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Chairman’s Message 
 

Dear O&P Colleagues: 
 
I am pleased to report that 2006 was a busy but successful year for NCOPE.  This would not be possible 
were it not for the hard work and dedication of our commissioners, executive director and NCOPE staff.  
The 2006 accomplishments were the result of their collective efforts and unceasing support of O&P 
education. 
 
In early 2006, NCOPE held a follow-up meeting to the 2005 Education Summit.  This strategic planning 
meeting focused specifically on strategies to move primary education from entry-level bachelor’s to entry-
level master’s for the profession.  The meeting proved to be successful, and NCOPE has since published 
the Strategic Planning Report which can be found on NCOPE’s Web site. 
 
During 2006, NCOPE was also busy at work developing two curriculum guides.  Over the course of three 
grant-funded meetings (funded from AAOP through a grant from the U.S. Department of Education), 
NCOPE participated, planned and assisted with the development of O&P education curriculum guides.  
The first, a curriculum guide for bachelor’s level O&P education, was developed and has since been 
adopted.  The second is a master’s level curriculum guide for O&P education that is currently at the 
developmental stage.  A final meeting is scheduled for early spring of 2007, with an expectation that the 
curriculum guide will be completed. 
 
During 2006 and into 2007, NCOPE and AOPA have worked collaboratively on a manpower study and 
follow-up to the Carolyn Neilson study that was published in 2002.  Funded by both organizations, the 
collective group hired a consultant and is in the final stages of completing the document. 
 
Very exciting for NCOPE was the adoption of new O&P outcome-based standards in January 2006 by 
CAAHEP.  For a process that initially began in 2003, this was the culmination of tremendous work and 
effort that bridged to successive NCOPE boards.  Thanks to all involved in this lengthy, but necessary and 
successful endeavor. 
 
NCOPE made one bylaw change during the last year and that is to now include a nomination process for 
individuals to sit on the NCOPE board.  In addition, NCOPE was busy with its accreditation duties that 
included the following: 

• Reviewed three self-studies for technical programs 
• Reviewed on practitioner level self-study 
• One site for practitioner level program 
• Reaccreditation of UT Southwestern’s O&P practitioner program 
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Finally, NCOPE held two residency director workshops and revised the resident application form. 
 
With 2006 already behind us, we look back at a successful and productive year.  2006 has paved the way 
for greater things in 2007.  NCOPE continues to thank you for your support of O&P education.  
Whether an individual or organization, your support is important, and on behalf of NCOPE, I offer my 
sincerest thanks. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bryan S. Malas, MHPE, CO 
Chairman 
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Accreditation at a Glance 2006 
 
During 2006, NCOPE performed accreditation services for the following programs: 
 
Education Programs 
 
Practitioner Level 
 

 
Eastern Michigan Performed focused site visit October 2006. Report to be 

reviewed by board in early 2007. 
 
Northwestern University Reviewed self-study application for reaccredidation in 

November 2006.  Site visit to occur in 2007. 
 
 
St. Petersburg College    Performed on-site visit April 2006. 
      Second site visit to occur in early 2007 and  
      report reviewed in first quarter of 2007. 
 
University of Texas  Performed on-site visit in February 2006.  

Granted reaccrediation by CAAHEP in July 2006. 
 
Technician Level 
 
Century College    Reviewed self-study for reaccreditation. 

Site visit to occur in 2007. 
 
Francis Tuttle     Reviewed self-study for reaccreditation. 
      Site visit to occur in 2007. 
 
Median School of Allied Health  Program voluntarily withdrew accreditation. 
 
Spokane Community College   Reviewed self-study for reaccreditation. 
      Site visit to occur in 2007. 
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Residency Accreditation Report 
 
During 2006, NCOPE performed the following accreditation services: 
 
Reviewed and accredited:  72 patient care facilities for residency programs 
 
Tracked residents:   225 residents in the 2005-06 cycle 
 
Completed residents:   224 residents completed in 2006 
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Summary of  2006 Activities of  NCOPE  
 
2006 was a busy and active year for NCOPE. Some highlights of our activities and accomplishments 
include:   
 
� Held a follow-up meeting in Scottsdale, Ariz., in February 2006 as a result of the Education 

Summit Meeting in 2005.  The report can be viewed at http://ncope.org/assets/pdfs/
finalreport706.pdf 

� CAAHEP adopted outcome-based education standards in early 2006. The standards can be 
viewed at  http://www.caahep.org/documents/ForProgramDirectors/OP_Standards.pdf 

� The Core Curriculum for Orthotists and Prosthetists was created and adopted. The curriculum guide 
can be viewed at http://www.ncope.org/assets/pdfs/core_guide_for_bs.pdf 

� Worked collaboratively with AOPA and solicited requests for proposal (RFP) for a new needs 
study on the future need for the profession.  Corathers Health Consulting, LLC was hired in 
July and the study was completed in December 2006.  It will be published in early 2007. 

� The board voted to change NCOPE’s bylaws to include a nominations process for future board 
members’ placement on the board. 

� NCOPE, along with ABC, transitioned to a new database in early 2006. 
� Participated in two meetings for the development of a master’s curriculum funded by a grant 

from the Department of Education and the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists. 
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2006 Accredited Educational Programs Listing 
 
Practitioner Level Programs (CAAHEP Accredited) 
 
Masters =      1 
 

Georgia Tech 
 
Baccalaureate =     3 
 
 California State University 
 University of Texas 
 University of Washington 
 
 
Post-Baccalaureate Certificate =   5 
 
 California State University 
 Century College 
 Newington Certificate Program 
 Northwestern University 
 
 
Assistant Level Programs (NCOPE Accredited) 
 
Associate Degree/Certificate =   1 
 

Oklahoma State University - Okmulgee 
 
 
Technician Level Programs (NCOPE Accredited) 
 
Associate Degree/Certificate =   5 
 
 Century College 
 Baker College of Flint 
 Francis Tuttle Technology 
 Spokane Falls Community College 
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Developmental Accreditation (NCOPE Accredited) 
 
Masters =      1 
 

Eastern Michigan 
 
 
 

Pursuing Accreditation (application on file and site visit occurring) 
 
Baccalaureate =     1 
 
 St. Petersburg College 
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2006 Officers and Commissioners 
 
Commission 
 
Bryan S. Malas, MHPE, CO 
Chairman 
 
Michael H. Oros, CPO 
Vice-Chairman 
 
Steve R. Whiteside, CO, FAAOP 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
William D. Beiswenger, CPO, FAAOP 
Alicia J. Davis, MPA, CPO, FAAOP 
Jonathan D. Day, CPO 
Christopher Hovorka, MS, CPO 
C. Michael Schuch, CPO, FAAOP 
Ann Yamane, CO 
Denise Chapman-Winn, PT, Ph.D. 
Marjorie Reif, M.Ed., PA-C, CMA 
Robin C. Seabrook, Nonvoting 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
NCOPE Staff 
Robin C. Seabrook, Executive Director 
Dominique S. Mungo, Residency Coordinator 
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Active Committee Roster for 2006 
 
 
ABC/NCOPE Liaison Committee 
William Beiswenger, CPO, FAAOP – chair 
Steven R. Whiteside, CO, FAAOP 
C. Michael Schuch, CPO, FAAOP 
Robert Lin, CPO, FAAOP 
Frank E. Friddle Jr., CO, FAAOP 
Cathy Carter, ABC Executive Director 
Robin Seabrook, NCOPE Executive Director 
 
 
Clinical Assessment/Research Development Committee 
Donald G. Shurr, CPO – chair 
Edward S. Neumann, Ph.D., PE, CP 
Michael Oros, CPO 
Steve Gard, Ph.D. 
William J. Barringer, CO, FAAOP 
Kevin Mead, Ph.D. 
 
 
Finance Committee 
Bryan Malas, CO – chair 
Michael Oros, CPO 
Steve R. Whiteside, CO, FAAOP 
 
 
Needs Assessment Study Committee 
Bryan Malas, CO – chair 
Michael Oros, CPO 
Steven R. Whiteside, CO, FAAOP 
Michael Lewis, CPO 
Thomas Kirk, Ph.D. 
Rodney Cheney, CPO, FAAOP 
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Regional Residency Director’s Network 
Mark Taylor, CPO (Region 6) – chair 
Walt Racette, CPO (Region 1) 
Chris Piel, CO (Region 4) 
Bill Beiswenger, CPO, FAAOP (Region 3) 
Michael Moor, CPO (Region 2) 
Paul De La Torre, CPO (Region 7) 
Matt Nelson, CPO (Region 5) 
Staci Dorr, CO (Region 8) 
 
Regional Residency Network 
Jennifer Richards, CO (Region 4) – chair 
Edwin Hassler, CPO (Region 1) 
Christopher Moore, CPO (Region 2) 
Jonathan Day, CPO (Region 3) 
Stephanie Porter, CPO (Region 5) 
Mark Clary, CO (Region 6) 
Michelle Hall, CO (Region 7) 
Bill Lifford, CPO (Region 8) 
 
Residency Accreditation Committee 
Steven R. Whiteside, CO, FAAOP – chair 
William Beiswenger, CPO, FAAOP 
Glenn Matsushima, CPO 
John Moyd, CPO 
Michael Oros, CPO 
Alicia Davis, MPA, CPO, FAAOP 
 
Self-Study Review Committee 
Susan Kapp, CPO – chair 
John Fergason, CPO 
Tom Karolewski, CP, FAAOP 
Daniel Abrahamson, CPO 
Craig Smith, CPO 
 
Strategic Planning Committee 
William J. Barringer, CO 
Bryan Malas, CO 
Harry Douglas, DPA 
Robin Seabrook, NCOPE Executive Director 
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Developing Quality Standards for the Education and Training  

of Orthotist and Prosthetists Since 1991 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education 
330 John Carlyle St., Ste. 200 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-836-7114 

703-836-0838 (fax) 
www.ncope.org 

 


